INTRODUCTION

Studies in Section
Pseuderemia of the genus Erica L. prompted by the recent discovery of a new species from the Natal South Coast, have brought to light several distinct new species, which had hitherto remained undescribed. This research also revealed problems in a number of species complexes as well as in the delimitation of the section and its position in the genus.
Section Pseuderemia was created by Bentham (1839) and upheld by Guthrie & Bolus in their treatment of the genus for Flora capensis (1905).
In it were placed those species with small, coralline flowers aggregated into head-like inflorescences placed at the ends of main branches and lateral branchlets, the flowers having the stamens included. The delimitation of sections within the genus Erica has up to now provided a reasonably useful framework for the identification of species, but has also led to many problems due to the artificiality of the sections. In the case of Section Pseuderemia there are indications that species placed in several other sections, such as Sections Ceramia, Ephebus, Pachysa, Orophanes and even Section Dasyanthes with its long-tubed flowers, could have a closer relationship to species in Section Pseuderemia than to species in their own sections. This problem can only be dealt with satisfactorily after an assessment of the whole genus at subgeneric lev el. The three new species are therefore described below within the section as currently construed.
The section contains some 18 species including the three new species described below and is distributed widely throughout the southern half of the African continent. Erica abbottii was recently collected by A. Abbott, a farmer in the Port Edward area, who is keenly interested in natural history and conservation. He is involved in a detailed survey of the species in the nearby Umtamvuna Nature Reserve and in the process has made some very interesting records, including several new species. When trying to identify this material we found that a more detailed study of the species in Section Pseuderemia was required in order to establish the taxonomic status of his collection and also its affinities. In this regard we are most grateful to him for his fine collections and his notes and photographs of E. abbottii.
The species is the only truly prostrate one in this section and as such is unique among those species occurring in the summer rainfall area of southern Africa. It forms prostrate, lax plants with long branches straggling among the low grasses in moist seepage areas or alongside streams. This character and the white corolla, pale yellow anthers, stellate hairs on the ovary and 4 -6 ovules per locule serve to characterize E. abbottii.
The lax habit is not so well developed in E. swaziensis which has bright pink, very differently shaped flowers. It approaches E. holtii from the Drakensberg and eastern Transvaal in which the flowers are also white, but that species forms low compact many-stemmed shrublets in which the corolla is globose-urceolate w ith spreading lobes and 10-18 ovules per locule. The single collection of the latter species from the high Drakensberg of Natal, Esterhuysen 20234, is anomalous. The occurrence of stel late hairs on the ovary in E. abbottii is most unusual in the genus, but is shared w ith the E. cooperi/baurii complex which occurs further inland in the Transkei northwards to central Natal. However, this complex forms stout, woody, erect shrubs with stiff, dendroid hairs all over the plants and there are on average 20 ovules per locule.
E. abbottii is one of six species of Erica known to occur in the coastal areas of southern Natal and northern Transkei (Figure 2) It is allied to the group of species described here in a number of characters. It differs from the rather lax, pinkflowered E. ingeana, which also has spreading corolla lobes, by the lobes being much wider than long and by the glabrous corolla, white glands on the medium-length hairs and the lack of glands on the long hairs. The name of this species is appropriate because it is the only species of Erica confined to Swaziland. The other seven species are more widespread with E. cerinthoides occurring as far south as the Cape Peninsula and E. woodii from the southern Drakensberg to eastern Zimbabwe. E. swaziensis appears to be very localized in its distribution, being confined to the mountains just north and north-east of Mbabane. The habitat is not recorded on any of the collections, but Compton (1976) Erica ingeana E.G.H. Oliver, sp. nov., in sectione Pseuderemia distincta propter lobos corollae roseae magnos longiores quam latiores, folia ovata, pilos longos molles omnes glandibus terminatos.
E. swaziensis was listed by
Fruticulus laxus decumbens usque erectus ad 300 mm altus. Rami filo metallico similes, pilosi et pilis dispersis longis glandulosis, glandibus atrorubentibus, internodis ad 20 mm longis. Folia 4-nata suberecta ad parum patentia, 2 ,0 -2 ,5 mm longa petiolo 0,4 mm longo, ovata, sparse pilosa ciliata pilis longis glandulosis. Flores 12(16) in capitis in extremis ramorum ramulorumque; pedicello 2 mm longo; bractea remota ad mediana, 2 mm longa, ova ta, pubescens et pilis dispersis longioribus glandulosis et pilis etiam longioribus simplicibus vel furcatis; bracteolis 2 bractea similibus. Calyx 4-partitus, 1,7 mm longus, tubo corollae dimidio brevior, anguste oblongus, pilis ut in bractea bracteolisque. Corolla 4-lobata, rosea, tubo 3 mm longo, anguste ovoideo, sparse piloso, lobis 1,0-1,3 mm longis, ellipticis, erectis ad patentibus, papillatis papillatocrenulatis. Stamina 8, libera, inclusa; filamentis linearibus apice sigmoideis; antheris 0,6 mm longis, sub-basalibus, glabris, poro longitudine 2/3 thecae partes aequanti, aristatis, bubalinis, polline in tetradis. Ovarium 4-loculare ovulis 14 in quoque loculo, 9 mm longum, subcylindraceum, obtusum, pubescens apice hispidum; stylo 2 ,0 -2 ,5 mm longo glabro; stigma simplici, manifesta. Fructus capsularis, septa ad basim libera, seminibus ovoideis reticulatis cellulis multis parvis. This species is distinguished among the small-flowered species of this section by its relatively long spreading corolla lobes which are longer than broad and are reminis cent of those in some species of Section Euryloma. It is most closely related to E. solandra which forms a stouter, erect shrub with numerous rigid, coarse hairs which are eglandular. E. solandra also has much larger leaves and dendroid teeth to the corolla lobes. E. ingeana resembles the new species. E. swaziensis above, in its large corolla lobes, but in that species the lobes are much broader than long and the corolla is glabrous. The Cyanophyceae from southern African mangroves were studied in detail by Lambert et al. (1989) . This report constitutes an important contribution to our knowledge of the ecology and taxonomy of the Cyanophyceae in that region. The northern limit of sampling by Lambert et al. (1989) 
Erica ingeana
